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every year. At a time of such rapid growth and
discovery in the world of medicine, we need to
be as thoughtful in forming the institute that
leads our nation into the battle against cancer
as we are in choosing the science that will
help us to win. This legislation will propel our
nation toward that goal and I encourage sup-
port for this bill.
f
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Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong support of the Ryan White
CARE Act. AIDS is one of the cruelest dis-
eases to strike this nation in recent history.
Between 800,000 and 1 million Americans are
currently infected with HIV and each day, an
average of 100 people are diagnosed with
AIDS.

The rate of HIV infection is growing at an
even higher rate for minorities. Thirty to forty
percent of all Americans with HIV are minori-
ties. But when we break down these numbers,
we find that the rate of HIV transmission is
spreading most rapidly to women and children.
Of all women with AIDS, 76 percent are
women of color and of all the children with
AIDS, 82 percent are minorities.

Every year I lead a minority women and
children AIDS Walk in California—the first of
its kind in the country. I do so because in
order for the Ryan White CARE Act to truly be
effective, community leaders must play an in-
tegral role in bringing people together to raise
awareness, educate individuals on HIV and
AIDS, and build a network of support for fami-
lies struggling with this disease. The Ryan
White funding is crucial, but so is our activism.
As leaders in each of our communities we
have a duty to help raise awareness of critical
issues such as AIDS, and to help our constitu-
ents obtain the education, counseling and
treatment services they need.

The Ryan White CARE Act implements
some valuable and necessary changes that
will help more minorities in my district. Specifi-
cally it changes the formulas for distributing
Title I grants to cities and Title II grants to
states to consider the number of cases of HIV
infection as well as the number of AIDS
cases. Under current law, funds are distributed
to cities and states on the basis of the number
of AIDS cases alone when we all know that
those with HIV are in dire need of these pro-
grams. The bill also modifies the current
‘‘hold-harmless’’ provision for cities receiving
Title I grants. Under current law, if a city expe-
riences a decline in its Title I formula alloca-
tion, its allocation is partially protected by a
hold-harmless provision. Also under current
law, no city could receive less than 95% of the
amount it received in FY 1995; however, this
bill changes the hold-harmless provisions so
that cities will be protected from losing no
more than 2% of their base-year allocation in
the first year. The Ryan White CARE Act also
establishes a Title II formula grant program for
states with ‘‘emerging communities’’ in need of
additional resources to combat HIV/AIDS. This
supplemental program, which will help the

emerging communities in my district, will be
triggered when Title II appropriations exceed
FY 2000 levels by $20 million.

Finally, the Ryan White CARE Act increases
the authorization for the grant program dealing
with perinatal transmission of the HIV virus
from its current level of $10 million to $30 mil-
lion. It adds treatment services for pregnant
women infected with HIV to the current list of
activities, such as counseling, voluntary testing
and outreach, that may be funded by these
grants. This portion of the bill is particularly
important to me as I have been extremely ac-
tive in trying to secure funding for pilot pro-
grams here and abroad to prevent mother-to-
child transmission.

I am proud of the bipartisan efforts devoted
to this important legislation and know that the
Ryan White CARE Act programs will continue
to benefit thousands upon thousands of my
constituents in need of assistance in my dis-
trict. I urge my colleagues to join me in voting
for this vital, and in many cases, life-saving
legislation.
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 10th, the Republic of China on Taiwan
will celebrate its national holiday that com-
memorates the founding of the Republic of
China by Dr. Sun Yat-sen in 1911.

Throughout my 31 years in Congress I have
continually drawn attention to what has been
achieved in Taiwan. It is one of the most dra-
matic examples in modern history of the
power of freedom—that a small island, only
slightly larger than the state of Maryland and
with relatively few resources of its own, could
rise to such a position of prominence in the
global marketplace.

But a free market economy—the free ex-
change of goods and services—is not the only
key to Taiwan’s great success. The free ex-
change of ideas has also had a profound im-
pact. And I know I speak for the entire House
of Representatives when I say that the evo-
lution of Taiwan’s political system into a full-
fledged democracy has been a source of great
satisfaction to the American people and their
representatives in Congress.

On the occasion of this year’s R.O.C. Na-
tional Day we are also pleased to welcome
back to Washington a man many of us have
known and admired through the years. Chien-
jen-Chen—known to his many friends simply
as ‘‘C.J.’’—is back in town as Taiwan’s official
representative and director of the Taipei Eco-
nomic and Cultural Representative Office.

C.J. Chen served in Washington from 1971
to 1980 as a political secretary in what for
most of those years was the R.O.C. Embassy.
He was back between 1982 and 1989 as Tai-
wan’s deputy representative in the United
States. For us old hands here in Congress,
C.J. Chen is a well-known figure and a great
friend. It’s good to have him back.

And I might add that during his years back
in Taipei in the 1990s, C.J. Chen served in
several high-level posts, including that of Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs over the past year.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to welcome
C.J. Chen back to Washington. And may I
also extend the congratulations of Congress
and the American people to the Republic of
China on Taiwan on the occasion of this
year’s National Day celebration. May the close
ties of friendship and solidarity between our
two peoples continue to flourish in the years
ahead.
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Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, The Republic
of China on Taiwan will celebrate its birthday
on October 10, 2000. Taiwan has much to cel-
ebrate, it is a country lead by a freely elected
President, with a open and vibrant press, an
astonishingly successful entrepreneurial free
market economy and a supportive and caring
program of government assistance to counties
in need all over the world, from war torn east-
ern Europe to Africa. In March of this year,
Taiwan citizens freely chose Mr. Chen Shui-
bian, the candidate representing the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party, as their president.
Since his inauguration on May 20th, President
Chen has shown strong leadership on behalf
of the 22 million citizens on Taiwan.

Mr. Speaker, on the eighty ninth occasion of
the Republic of China’s National Day, it is im-
portant to remember that Taiwan has a strong
relationship with the United States, and we
hope this relationship will continue to flourish
on the years to come.
f
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Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, today I
congratulate the B.F. Hoxie Engine Co. No. 1
of Mystic as it celebrates 125 years of service
of its community. The B.F. Hoxie Engine Co.
No. 1 has been, and continues to be, a tre-
mendous asset to residents throughout Mystic.

Since its inception in 1875, the B.F. Hoxie
Engine Co. No. 1 has played an important and
crucial role in protecting the community from
fire damage. The company has been respon-
sible for responding to and extinguishing sev-
eral major fires during its operation, including
the Noank Shipyard fires of 1890 and 1898.

Today, the B.F. Hoxie Engine Co. No. 1
stands as a pure example of the evolution of
firefighting. Jumping directly into the new tech-
nologies of firefighting, the B.F. Hoxie Engine
Co. was one of the first fire departments to in-
troduce the use of the compressed air breath-
ing apparatus for firefighters. The company
utilizes the latest and most advance equip-
ment available, including a thermal imaging
camera to quickly locate the heart of a fire, a
laser to measure surface temperature and a
Biosystems PhD meter to detect gases in the
air.
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